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Suimeiy  of  the  Februaiy  1953  M>nthlj  Barrativ©  Saport 


WEATHSl: 


SPECIAL 

ACTIVI1ISS: 


IH~SMVICE 

mAIHIHO: 


PUBLICITT: 


mumKAMCE: 


GONSmUCtK^; 


GCMCXESSIOmi^aS: 


formal,     Smm  depths,     Ic©  off  Lake  most  imnth, 

Rogers  in  Denver.     Haadlton  returned  from  Penver 
TQBd  rseetiisg,     CSiapsm  &  Gilbert  to  Spskan©  & 
Kissotila  re  blister  rustj,  saokejwapiag  &  get 
truck,    'Wohlbrandt  back  from  (^B^ia,  2^feLttson 
from  Mash.  ^  liobinson  from  St.  Loiais  &  Dubuque 
with  ©cpipseat  k  Haore  from  ¥a^.  I&saim  Course. 
"Hmring  to  B^5T#r  BPE  road  ifMterials  training. 
C.  S.  Bkaa.     Park  Eajiger  ISes®  ccmoimced. 

In-service  traiiidng  meetings.     Building  fire 
films  ahoi^j  fire  eiigiiie  training.    W©^ciy  I-sws. 
Staff  meetings. 

TelloMston®  it©ms  in  Gasper  paper.     l69jOOO 
broadsides  on  hand. 

S»ow  plowing  "toroiighout  laDnth.    CSleaaiag  & 
painting  e<|iiipasnt,  etc. 


£§s® 
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Building  prefabricated  i®3jks  &  caiffipgroimd  tables.     3 

3 


Brs.  Lueck  &  Pearson  itamial  E^>ort.     ^frs,  Haines 
visited. 


RELIGIOUS  SI^RVICSS  Sundaj  School.     Yoath  ©Poup  s^^tliags.     Boy  Scouts 
MID  CHAPEL  USE:     coa^ct  ^joadaj^  ScIkjoI.     Church. 


SERVICES: 


Condon  presented  talks  at  WilsaH.     Slides  loaned 
Mat'l  Live  Gons.  Society.    Imtson  pres^ated  ^t>- 
gtsm  at  Boy  S^mt  din^ter  at  Gardiner. 


m^UB  ACTIVITIFS    Work  on  laoose  eschibit  :^nels,  lauseiia  accession, 
JlM)  EXHIBI1B;        revision  (3ld  Faithful  lausetm  es^hibits^  etc. 


4 
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AS30GIATIOH: 


Bacteria  and  elk  pjblications  obtained  for  library. 
Sun  (togs.  IheBnal  data  coEg5iled.  4 

Part-time  derk.  Custer  funds^  etc.  transferred 
to  Ouster  Assn.  rbwer  tools  ready  for  use. 
Yellowstone  Fishes  proof  reviewed,  also  Old 
Faithful  manuscript.  4-5 
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TRAWL  t 

RANGEE  3MVICE: 

WILDLIFE? 

MTBLOFE; 

BIGHORN; 
BISON: 

COYOTE t 

DESl; 

Ms 

ELK  TRAPPBIGt 

RANGE; 

FOREST  FI|^ 
mOTECTION; 

BLIST&B  mjST 
CONTROLi 

BUILDING  FIHE 

PRO'TPXTIORt 

mAILS: 


632  visitors  in  201  cars,  fewer  than  last  Feb, 
26  in  «6®t  to  Old  Faithful. 

Ski  patrols,  aLk  trapping,  si^  making,  etc. 

Antelope  coaisus,  382  coxmted.  Increase  over  that 
2  years  ago. 

Observations  by  Kittams. 

Bison  interfering  with  ©Ik  trapping.  Five  balls 
slaughtered. 

Coyotes  observed. 

IB  deer  observed  vMle  on  antelope  count.  Doe 
chased  by  coyotes. 

Observations  hj  Klttaras,  migration,  feeding, 
record  of  3  lifted  last  year,  2  \:i^  retrapping,  1 
by  hunting. 

109  trapped  during  month,  ^  released  in  Montana 
by  Fish  &  Ccame   Dept. 

Snow  but  little  difficulty  foraging. 

Chapman  attended  smokejui^^r  conferoice,  Missoula. 
Offers  to  fire  control  aids. 

Chapman  &  Gilbert  to  Spokane  to  confer  with  Bur. 
Tsnto,  &  bring  back  tinidk:. 

Training  engine  crew.     FUjns  showi,  others  booked. 
antinguisher  inventory.    Equipment  ordered  for 
fitting  forest  fire  trucks  for  building  fire- 
fighting. 

Trail  sign  ^^rk.     l^aH  crev;  applications. 


hM,  53{K)RCEME??T;  No  cases.     Judge  &  !4rs.  Brown  attended  daughter's 
vredding. 


ACCIDMTSt 
DMTHSt 

IMHEIACSSj 


3  Class  k  accidents  on  Gallatin  road. 

Wife  of  Charles  Hector,  mother  of  George  M<*lullin, 
father  of  David  Pierson,  &  Roe  Emery  died, 

Jans  Vaughn  Broiun  &  Joseph  M.  Rapp,  Jr.  loarried. 
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Gertrude  Kocher  appointment  Telephone  Operator. 
Ernest  i^derson  proiaoted  to  Administrative 
Officer,  Donald  Freitag  appointed  Electrician. 
\h   Leon  Evans  e.o.d.  Big  Bend,  Asst.  Supt.  11 th; 
Irene  Evans ^  Telephone  Operator,  resigned  Istj 
departed  3rd.  Proraotion  John  Jay  to  Supt., 
T,  Roosevelt  M,M.P.  Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid 
(Dispatcher)  position  established,  9 

^asCEIXANEOUS:   F.E.U.  and  A.F.G.E.  meetings.  Credit  Union 

officers  elected.  9 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK.  WYO. 


Iferch  11,  1953 


fS&f  The  Director 

Frqa:  Superintessdent ,  Yellowstone  Mational  Park 

Subj€«t:     Monthlj  Bc^rt  for  Februspcy  1953 

Folloidng  Is  th©  report  of  activities  for  lelloi^tGne 
National  Park  during  the  laoErth  of  Febmary  1953  s 

Weather  Gondltieitg.     T^^r^-turcs  and  total  precipitation 
for  the  BKmth  w©x«  about  nojnnal  in  osisparison  with  the  |mst  tssi 
years.     Below  zero  tcasperatures  were  record^  on  4  days,  occurring 
on  February  10,  20,  21  and  24.     Precipitation  fell  in  the  form  of 
snow  on  11  days.     Fresh  to  strong  vdnds  occurred  on  the  9th  mid  10 th, 
15ie  BiaxijmBa  tea^i^tiire  at  Ife^aaoth  vjae  59^  on  th©  ^h  aatid  the  itdnisami 
siiifiis  ll**  on  th«  20th.     Total  precipitation  for  the  ^onth  ^ms  1,22-*. 

Snow  depths  as  of  Fehrvi&ty  2B  for  the  representative 
stations  in  the  i^rk  vrere  as  follows:     fe«jriX)th  5'%  Tower  Fail  17-% 
West  Yellowstone  37"  j  Northeast  35*%  Canyon  49**  aa<i  Snake  Eiver  65". 

Cm  February  7  Yellowstone  Lake  was  reported  open  except 
for  Bridge  Bay,  with  no  ice  aground  the  bridge  and  ds^s  at  Fishing 
Bridge.     It  had  been  largely  free  of  ice  since  about  January  24. 
However,  the  Lake  h&d  refrazen  b®fe>re  the  &nd  of  the  iKsnth. 

Special  Activities.     Supertnteridimt  Rogers  was  on  assign- 
Bient  in  Deiw«r  throughout  the  laonth  in  correction  with  M.&  project 
on  the  legislative  'nistoty  of  areas  of  th®  National  i^rk  system.     He 
expects  to  return  to  the  park  about  Ifeirch  ?. 

Assistant  Superintendent  llaasdlton  returned  Februaiy  1  from 
the  load  i^intenance  meeting  in  Deover, 

Assistant  Chief  ilanger  Ghs^^aan  and  District  Ranger  Gilbert 
departed  Fdaruary  2  for  Spokane,  Washington,  where  they  conferred 
with  Bureau  of  ihtoraology  officials,  Zlr.  Gilbert  driving  back  from 
Clarkia,  Idaho,  a  Chevrolet  stake  truck  purchased  from  the  Bureau  of 
^toKology,     On  their  retura  to  Missoula,  >k>ntana,  the  5th,  ^. 
Chapsaan  attaided  the  Inter-Regional  Gonfer^ic©  on  Aerial  Op€a:'ations. 
Th^'  returned  to  the  paiic  on  the  6tli. 
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Park  Engineer  V/ohlbrandt  returned  February  10  from  assign- 
ment in  the  Region  Two  Office, 

Resident  Landscape  Architect  14attson  reported  in  the 
Washington  Office  Febr?iary  9,  followin<r  a  week's  assignaient  at  Omaha, 
and  returned  to  the  parte  on  the  26th.  " 

Mechanical  Supervisor  Robinson  returned  February  10  with  a 
picloip  and  Snoso  which  he  had  obtained  at  St.  Louis,  Ifissouri,  and 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  respectively. 

Assistant  Parte  Naturalist  Slmop©  returned  February  12  from 
the  liiseujn  Training  Course  in  the  Vvashington  Office, 

Assistant  Parte  Sigineer  Tiiuring  left  Febmary  23  for  Denver 
for  two  v;eeks  attendance  at  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  laaterial 
testing  school  to  become  faniiliar  with  B,P,R,  methods  of  design  and 
control  of  bituminous  material. 

The  Local  Civil  Service  Board  held  an  examination  February  2 
for  Organization  and  Methods  Sxaniiner  and  Budget  Examiner  for  wliich 
there  was  one  contestant,  Persoiinel  Assistant  Proper  conducted  the 
examination. 

Parte  Ranger,  GS-5  Examination  Ho,  359  was  announced  Febru- 
aiy  10,  the  closing  date  for  the  filing  of  applications  for  which  is 
I'larch  10. 

In-Service  Training.  The  first  of  a  series  of  in-service 
training  meetings  for  all  employees ,  on  supervisory  problejns,  aasoployee 
training,  etc.  V0.s  held  the  evening  of  February  20. 

Building  fire  films  were  shown  in  the  Canteen  on  the  11th 
by  Mechanical  Supervisor  Robinson  and  training  of  the  Majjsmoth  fire 
engine  crew  continued. 

The  Yellovjrstone  Merely  Hews  was  issued  regularly  (feiring 
the  month  to  ke^  ©nployees,  concessioners  and  others  currently 
informed  of  park  i^iapp^aings. 

Staff  Meetings  were  held  February  11  and  25  on  various 
park  natters,  the  latter  being  devoted  largely  to  the  Project 
Construction  Program. 

Publicity.  15ie  February  15  issue  of  the  Casper  Tribune- 
Herald  (35th  Annual  Wyoming  IMition)  contained,  several  articles  and 
pictures  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  from  information  furnished  by 
this  area, 
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A  total  of  169,000  lello^fstone  broadsides  reraained  on  hand 
at  the  close  of  February. 

I%intaiance.  Snow  plowing  was  the  laajor  operation  and 
there  was  some  plowing  nearly  every  day.  .i\ll  plowing  to  date  has 
been  done  by  use  of  push  plows.  Snow  depths  run  from  approximatfiiy 
12  inches  at  Manmoth  to  60  inches  in  Cooke, 

Some  time  was  spent  in  cleaning  and  painting  equipaofiait. 

Three  new  culverts  were  installed  on  the  GardJUier-Reese 
Creek  Road  and  a  little  additional  gravel  placed  at  some  wet  spots* 

Practically  all  road  laaintenance  is  being  handled  hy  three 
permanent  and  one  WM,  flsaiployee.  Crews  are  staggered  so  that  at 
least  two  ni«i  are  on  duty  each  day  of  the  week. 

!&l^i£?rict^i>P,»  ^  sojall  crew  was  busy  all  during  the  aionth 
working  on  prefabricated  wood^i  walks.  Account  323»02j  and  on  prefab- 
ricating can^jground  tables  and  benches.  Account  223*02.  Some  metal 
signs  were  also  repaired  and  daaned. 

Concessioners.  The  1953  ^uinual  Report  for  Drs.  Alfred  M, 
lAieck  and  John  A,  Pearson  was  received  February  3  and  copies  trans- 
aiitted  to  the  Washington  and  Regional  Offices. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Haynes  of  ?laynes  Inc.  visited  at  the  paiic 
February  10  from  their  winter  headquarters  at  Boaooan,  Montana. 

Reli^pjous  Services  ;md  Chapel  Use.  Regular  Sunday  Scbx)l 
services  were  held  in  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  Chapel  each 
Sunday  raoming  at  10 $30.  The  Youth  Fellowship  group  has  held  their 
meetings  each  Sunday  evening,  alternating  betweai  the  Yellowstone 
Hational  Park  Giiapel  and  the  Gardiner  Church. 

On  February  ^l   the  Boy  Scouts  conducted  a  special  Sunday 
School  service.  Tb&t   evening  the  Rev.  Melvin  Walker  conducted  the 
inter-dfflioiainational  Protestant  services,  snd  at  that  time  the 
Scouts  took  an  active  part. 

Interpretive  Services.  Chief  Park  Naturalist  Condon  pre- 
sented two  talks  on  Yellowstone  Hational  Park  at  Wilsall,  ISontana, 
on  February  16.  A  talk  was  given  to  the  ooaibined  grade  and  high  schools 
in  the  afternoon  at  which  180  pupils  were  in  attendance,  Ihat  evening 
at  8  p.m.  a  siznilar  program  was  presented  to  the  P.T.A.  with  75  adults 
attending. 

A  set  of  50  slides  was  sent  to  i-frs.  Charles  Cyrus  !-1arshall 
on  Februaiy  20.  Tliese  slides  were  to  be  used  to  illustrate  a  talk 
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for  presentation  to  the  National  Life  Conservation  Society  at  th€ir 
ann\ial  meeting.     The  selection  of  these  slides  and  the  pr^aration 
of  a  narrative  discussion  to  accon^sany  them  took  considerable  tisw. 

Park  Mattiralist  V^atson  presented  a  program  to  the  annual 
Cub  Scout  dinner  in  Gardiner  on  th©  26th  of  February •     Ihere  were  40 
persons  in  attendance.     He  used  the  ireotion  picture  "Geyserland." 

ISiseum  Activities  and  ISjchibit®.     Francis  Eli?K)re  made  a  new 
case  for  the  moose  exliibit  panels  which  were  rec^ved  last  M5nth 
from  the  Director's  Office,     lie  also  spent  considerable  time  on 
imseum  accession  and  catalogue  \*ork.     In  addition  to  this  he  devoted 
considerable  time  to  the  roi;ghing  in  of  plans  for  the  revision  of 
exhibits  at  the  Old  Faithful  Museum. 

The  |0.ate  glass  front  for  one  of  the  large  exhibit  cases 
in  the  MaREBOth  museum  was  r*eceived  ^ring  the  jnonth  and  placed  in  the 
case.     The  glass  in  this  case  was  broksa  during  last  season. 

Research  and  Observation.     Copies  of  Dr.  Mllliais  G. 
Walter's  papers  ^ititled  "The  Id(mtity  of  Aerobic  Sporefoiming 
Bacteria  Isolated  from  I-fot  Springs  •»  arjd  "Thermophilic  Aerobic 
Sporefonning  Bacteria  Isolated  From  llot  Springs  in  lellov^stone 
national  Pajk"  were  received  for  the  Yellowstone  Park  library. 

On  February  20  there  were  spectacular  sun  dogs  in  the  sky. 
These  were  associated  with  the  stmrise  on  that  day.  The  weather  T«sas 
sub-zero,  with  a  lainiinum  recording  of  about  IC^  below  zero. 

i^,  Arthur  E.  Brasda  published  "Elk  Migration  Patterns, 
and  Some  of  the  Factors  Affecting  Mov&mBnts  in  the  Gallatin  River 
Drainage,  I'fcntana'"'  in  the  January  1953  issue  of  the  "Journal  of 
VlildLife  ManageiBent. "    Much  of  the  data  for  use  in  this  publication 
was  obtained  in  Yellowstone  national  Park. 

Park  Naturalist  George  Iferler  devoted  the  laajor  part  of 
the  inonth  of  Febru^iry  revieirdng  all  Superintendent's  Annual  and 
l-lonthly  reports  and  asserabling  all  information  presamted  in  these  on 
observations  of  tlie  thermal  phenomam  into  one  report  covering  this 
aspect  of  Yellowstone. 

Natiiral  History  Association.     Mrs.  Alice  Quist  was  employed 
by  the  Association  as  a  cleik,  working  three  afternoons  a  week  during 
the  month.     She  worked  on  the  Association  business  and,  in  addition, 
spent  considerable  tiiae  on  the  photo^aph  files. 

On  February  5  the  Yellowstone  Library  and  Museum  Associa- 
tion transferred  funds  and  title  to  books  and  other  property  to  the 
Custer  Battlefield  illstorical  and  Museum  As^ciation.     Copies  of  the 
coiaaunication  ojaking  this  transfer  were  sent  to  the  Regional  Director's 
office  and  supplied  the  Si;^erintend«ait. 
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t^e  power  tools  purchased  for  the  Association  for  use  in 
the  museum  workshop  have  all  be^ci  placed  on  stands  and  at  the  nK)nth»s 
close  all  of  this  equipmeait  is  in  w>iising  order. 

Ilie  galle^r  proof  and  page  proof  on  the  hook  "Tellowston© 
Fishes"  by  James  Simon  v/ere  receiTed  from  the  prin*ier  during  the 
iwnth,     Itiese  \srere  reviewed  mid  checked,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
publication  will  be  printed  in  liarch  hj  the  G^25©tte  Printing  Compansr, 
Billings,  Ibntana. 

The  manuscript  on  Old  Faithftil  G^ser  by  George  B,  I?!arler 
has  been  reyiowed  and  is  ready  to  3&ad  to  the  Bdimrd  Brothers,  Inc., 
Lithoprinter s • 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  I'rayel.     Continued  light  travel  was 
recorded  in  comparison  with  the  same  month  in  1952,     A  total  of  632 
visitors  in  201  vehicles  watered  the  park  as  con^jared  with  l,l64 
visitors  in  355  vehicles  during  February  last  year.     This  total 
includes  26  persons  \^.o  Altered  the  park  at  the  Mest  Itot ranee.     Most 
of  these  latter  visitors  made  the  rough  trip  from  West  TeHowstone  to 
Old  Faithful,  Kith  over- snow  eqai|fflieiit. 

Ranker  Service.     Ranger  personnel  were  oagaged  extensively 
in  ski  patrols  during  the  month.    District  Rsaiger  Way  and  Ranger 
Gunzel  con^leted  a  12-day  patrol  in  the  Lamr  Hiver  drainage  and  the 
Pelican-Fern  Lake  areas.     District  Ranger  Ha  and  Park  Hangers 
Schoder  and  Ilackett  completed  the  Thoro fare-Fox  Creek  patrol  via 
Horris,  Canyon  and  Lake.     They  were  gone  a  total  of  20  da^''s  and  were 
able  to  imke  numerous  wildlife  observations.     District  Hangers  Kelson 
and  Gilbert  completed  the  SmBlze  River-Bechl^r  patrol.  District  Ranger 
Anderson  and  Ranger  Kern  the  Buffalo  Lake,  Boundary  Grei^  and  Becliler 
patrol,  and  Rangers  Jones  and  Rohn  nmd®  the  trip  £tom  West  Yellowstone 
to  Old  Faithful  and  retiirn. 

Other  protwjtlon  division  activities  inoluded  building  aiu3w 
removal  at  the  various  stations,  measuring  the  snow  courses,  manii- 
facture  of  trail  signs,  and  the  elk  trapping  operations  ^dch  were 
started  February  19  and  oontimied  tlirou^out  the  laonth.    Work  on 
manual  revisions  and  the  motor  vehicle  accideait  analysis  was  suspendcwi 
during  the  period  in  ij^ch  most  of  the  rangers  were  on  ski  ^trol. 

Wildlife  and  Fiah  Oultural  Activities.     AITELOPE.     An 
antelope  census  was  conducted  on  February  12  indicating  a  herd  of  at 
least  3Q2  antelope.     Although  the  antelope  were  in  small  bands  and 
widely  disbursed  it  is  thought  an  accurate  count  was  obtained.     Only 
15  animals  were/6ounted  north  of  the  park  boundary.     Ihe  count  of 
382  indicate^a  considerable  increase  over  the  23.5  counted  on  F^ruaxy 
21  and  22^1951. 


J.'     ' 


"^''■siSowstone  Park,  Wyocaiftg' 


,viu,(V.;i<    ^i^r.A^J^^^X"    ■':-.'^^i;x.'^  o?-;;'   ;.'.    .  :.  .  ll.i^:  '-c  I::"':  r 


o«t  •;Jii:„j-;Tjr;, .!.''.>!  l;-o'^:  r:tyst  Qi'sct  ^:^l:J■^' \  '^Hj    ;.<:i*i^  •,. •    -    ^^an^i:^  Ja 

O'id'f  L'm  '^"•ip'b  ^'1  '..>  ii;.^';w    r.  f^noTi   rix'^' 7:vN{r      .  .      •     ■■>£ 


i,- 


>a'E'T^q  «:  «^i 


BIGIK)RJJ,     Bighorns  viere  observed  hy  Biologist  Kittams  iii 
the  Coal  Mine  Flat  area  on  February  6,  22;  on  February  12,  23 i  on 
February  20,  15;  and  on  February  27,  IS. 

Bi^oms  continue  to  seek  winterfat  and  probably  would  eat 
more  of  it  than  grass  if  it  were  BK>re  abundant.     Feeding  sign  of  11 
antelope  on  the  bighorn  range  ijradicated  direct  cojnpetition  vdth  big- 
horns for  winterfat  and  sage.     AH  sheep  appear  to  be  in  good  flesh 
except  a  runt  lamb,  one  hornless  ew©  and  one  with  turned-out  horns, 
which  are  in  rather  poor  a>ndition, 

BISON,     A  portion  of  the  bison  herd  is  feeding  in  tlie  I^aaaar 
Korseshoe  area  (36  observed  on  February  26)  and  interfering  with  elk 
trapping  •     Five  old  t«ills  wiiich  were  interfering  pajrbicularly  were 
slau#itered  and  arrangcaaents  mad©  with  the  Area,  Agency  at  Billings  to 
dispose  of  them  to  the  Blackfoot  Tidbe  at  Browning,  l-jontana. 

OOYDTB,     FourteOTi  coyotes,  all  of  vihich  had  both  ears,  were 
observed,     l^fost  are  in  pairs  now,     A  report  was  received  of  a  crop- 
eared  coyote  at  the  Jfemmoth  diaap. 

WSR,     Approxiioately  IB  deer  were  observed  in  the  paric  hy  the 
five  observers  vjhile  making  the  antelope  cotmt, 

A  chase  in  which  a  young  cbe  deer  was  hotly  pursued  by  a 
coyote  was  observed  on  Coal  Mine  Flat.     Two  other  coyotes  followed  at 

a  slow  trot  but  apparaitly  none  of  the  cc^otes  followed  the  deer 
across  the  Gardner  River, 

sue,     Mr.  Kittams  observed  that  elk  laoved  in  nuni>ers  to 
the  Lower  Yellowstone  Range  just  prior  to  February  12  when  alnjost  5<X) 
were  seen  at  the  north  end  of  Jft.  Everts  and  a  sudden  increase  of 
tracks  was  noted  on  the  hills  below  Sepulcher  i^untain.     Hiis  ma^vkB 
the  first  significant  use  of  herbaceous  forage  on  the  Lower  Range  this 
•vdnter.     A  few  elk  were  reported  to  Iiave  crossed  the  boundary.     At 
higher  elevations  elk  are  feeding  mostly  on  non-critical  range.     Light 
browsing  of  sagebrush  and  heavy  utilization  of  willows  was  observed 
near  Soda  Butte. 

He  accounted  for  lijl  elk  in  and  iniaediately  adjacent  to  the 
park  in  ihe  Gallatin  area.     Many  elk  were  feeding  in  the  bottom  along 
the  river;  others  were  up  in  deep  snow.     In  one  swale,  which  liad  been 
occupied  by  16  ©Ik,  big  sagebarush  was  browsed  lightly  to  moderately 
and  appeared  to  be  the  main  forage  taken.     Snow  was  26  inches  deep 
there.     Use  of  K^ge  was  much  less,  with  grass  being  the  in^rtant  forage 
taken,  where  snow  depths  were  shallovfer, 

KLk  in  both  tiie  Yellowstone  and  Gallatin  drainages  are  gen- 
erally in  good  condition. 

Records  of  three  elk  which  were  ''lifted"  to  the  huntinig 
area  last  year  were  received,  two  by  retrapping  and  one  by  hunting 
several  miles  north  of  the  park. 
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KLE  TRAPPIMC-.  The  second  catch  of  elk  for  the  season 
occurred  on  February  21  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  raonth  frequent 
catches  were  made  in  a3.1  traps  except  at  Gardiner  where  conditions 
were  imfavorable  fbr  trapping  as  snow  is  light  and  forage  ea^:  to 
get  as  yet,     A  tot.^  of  109  were  trapped  during  February,  53  at 
Lamar,  19  at  Ciystal  Creek,  27  at  Blacktail,  and  10  at  Mamiaoth. 
Of  the  $B  hauled  out  by  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  56 
were  released  to  the  Butte  Anglers'  Club  for  the  Birch  Creek  area 
and  32  to  the  Ilocky  Mountain  Sportsenen^a  Association  for  the  Hells 
Canyon  area. 

RANGE,  According  to  observations  of  Mr.  Kittaajs  snow 
depths  gradually  increased  during  February  and  at  the  end  of  the  asonth 
the  entire  northern  winter  ranges  were  covered  by  sik>w.  Depths  vary 
considerably  due  to  wind  action.  Tliey  probably  ave3?age  about  10 
inches  over  most  of  the  Intermediate  Yellowstone  Range  and  about  6 
inches  on  those  portions  ;*iich  were  free  of  snow  in  January.  At 
lower  elevations,  critical  range  is  covered  by  from  2  to  5  inches  of 
snow.  The  new  snow  is  generally  soft.  Feeding  signs  of  elk  and 
bison  indicate  that  the  anistals  are  widely  dispersed  and  are  expet^ 
iencing  little  difficulty  in  foraging.  On  February  19,  snow  near 
Crown  Butte  on  the  Gallatin  Range  was  about  ^  inches  deep;  on 
critical  range  it  varied  from  3  to  10  inches.  Here,  too,  elk  were 
rather  widely  dispersed. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.  On  February  5>  Assistant  Chief 
Ranger  Ghapiaan  attended  the  smoke  Jumper  conference  held  at  Missoula, 
Montana,  This  conference  is  attended  by  representatives  from  all 
Regions  of  the  Forest  Service  in  v^ich  sraokejiiinping  activities  are 
being  carried  on. 

Offers  isrerc  amde  to  a  nunker  of  applicants  for  fire  control 
aid  positions. 

Blister  Rust  Control.  District  Ranger  Gilbert  and  Assistant 
Chief  Ranger  Chapman  went  to  Spokane,  Ivashington,  on  February  2  to 
secure  a  Chevrolet  stake  body  truck  vjhich  Yellowstone  had  recently 
acquired  tl^irough  surplus  channels  from  the  Bureau  of  Snt<»aology  and 
to  confer  with  that  Bureau  on  plans  regarding  the  coining  season's 
program  and  details  for  the  purclriase  of  materials  for  the  assen^ly  of 
a  new  power  sprayer. 

Biiildinf?  Fire  Protection.  Training  sessions  for  the  Mammoth 
engine  crew  v/ere  continued.  Four  films  obtained  on  loan  from  the 
Fire  Underwriters  were  shoMn  on  February  11  in  conjunction  with  tiiis 
training.  Several  other  films  have  been  booked  arni  will  be  showi  to 
the  Manraoth  brigade  and  the  local  oonmiunity  as  they  are  received. 

The  fire  extinguisher  inventory  was  <»mpletely  revised  and 
is  now  up-to-date. 

f 
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Ecpijaaent  for  fitting  the  forest  fire  trucks  for  use  in 
biiilding  fires,  and  for  which  the  Hegional  Office  allotted  1770, 
has  been  ordered  and  should  be  received  at  an  early  date. 

Trails.  The   trail  sign  program  lagged  somev/hat  during 
February  due  to  wost  of  the  men  being  engaged  3jii  other  activities. 
To  date  3CX)  signs  rmve  be^i  eo?!iplet©d  and  about  50  more  are  in 
various  stages  of  manufactiire.  In  addition,  sev«ai  telephone  post 
markers  have  be^i  completed, 

A  nuKiber  of  applications  for  trail  work  continue  to  come  in 
but  to  date  only  two  of  last  year's  men  have  re-applied. 

Law  Enforcesierrb.  ^o   law  ©nforccaaent  cases  were  handled  hy 
the  U.  S.  Cornndssioncr  during  the  month  of  February.  Judge  and  Hrs. 
Browi  left  for  Denver  February'-  10  to  attend  the  vjedding  of  their 
daughter  Jane  Vauglm  Brown  and  Joseph  M.  Happ,  Jr.  on  the  14th,  They 
returned  to  the  park  on  the  ISth, 

Accidents  and  ,'^blic  Safety.  Three  motor  vehicle  accidents 
were  reported  during  the  raanth.  All  were  (XLass  "A".  One  of  these 
accidents  involved  a  Govemiuent  vehicle  and  a  visitor  in  the  Gallatin 
area,  another  involved  a  Montana  State  snow  plo\^  and  a  visitor  and 
the  thiird  was  a  single  car  accident  involving  a  visitor.  These 
accid®its  all  occurred  in  the  park  along  the  highway  between  VIest 
Yellowstone  snd  Bozeman  and  the  predominating  factor  in  all  esses 
was  detertained  as  traveling  too  fast  under  the  preva^Jling  conditions 
of  ipy  and  snowy  roads. 

Deaths,  Mrs,  Charles  Rector,  wife  of  Powerhouse  Operator 
Cliarles  Rector,  died  February  2  in  a  Cody,  v/yoming,  hospital  after  a 
short  illness, 

l&'s,  Phoebe  Hc!^3JJjfi,  S7,  siother  of  Electrical  Supervisor 
G«orge  HcMiTlin,  passed  away  February  3  at  Bladcfoot,  Idaho.  Funeral 
services  were  held  Februai^''  7» 

Roe  Fi!jery,  7S,  long-tiae  concessi<wier  in  Rocky  Mountain 
National  Park,  who  in  early  days  of  National  Park  Service  aiaintained 
interest  in  Yellowstone  concessions,  died  in  Denver  February  k  after 
three  juonths  illness, 

W.  A.  Pierson,  father  of  Head  Buffalo  Keeper  David  W, 
Pierson,  passed  av/ay  February  24  in  C3mllis,  Idaho. 

Marria^';e3.  Jane  Vaughn  Brown,  daiighter  of  U.  3.  Commissioner 
and  Mrs.  James  W.  Brown,  and  Joseph  M,  Happ,  Jr.  were  taarried  February 
14  in  St.  John's  Cathedral,  Denver,  Colorado. 

S'ellowstone  Park.  Wyoming' 
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feraonneil.  I'lrs,  Gertrude  E.  Kocher  received  an  Indefinite 
Appointment  as  TeLt^hone  Operator,  GvS-2  on  February  2,  terminating 
her  excepted  appointment  as  WAE  Telephone  Operator,  GS-2. 

On  February  5,  Ernest  E.  I.  .Anderson  received  Promotion 
(Indefinite)  from  Chief  (Herk,  QS-10  to  Administrative  Officer,  GS-ll, 
which  position  was  aOJlocated  February  4. 

Donald  J.  Freitag  ^.tered  on  duty  Febnjiary  6  hj  Indefinite 
Appointment  as  Electrician,  Ungraded. 

Itie  Promotion  (Indefinite)  and  Giange  of  Headquarters  of 
W.  Leon  Evans,  Assistant  Chief  Ranger,  rrr>-9,  to  Assistcuit  Superin- 
tendent, GS-11,  Big  Bend  national  Paric,  was  effective  8:00  a.m. 
Febraaiy  11,  and  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Ir®i©  C.  Evans,  Telephone 
Operator,  GS-2,  at  the  close  of  Februaiiy  1.  They  departed  for  Big 
Bend  February  3. 

Notice  ^^s  received  February  9  of  the  Projrtotion  (Ijidefinite) 
and  Change  of  Headquarters  of  Jolm  W.  Jay,  Assistant  Chief  Etuiger, 
GS-9,  to  Superintoident,  Gt»-10,  Bieodore  Roosevelt  National  Menorial 
Park.  A  press  release  was  issued  on  the  20th  fjrom  the  Washington 
Office  on  this  ti'ansfer.  !#•  Jay  departed  February  21  and  entered  on 
duty  at  that  area  on  the  22nd, 

The  seasonal  position  of  Fire  Conti^l  Aid  (Dispatcher),  GS-5, 
v/as  established  February  26  in  lieu  of  Fire  Control  Aid  (General;, 
GS-5,  allocation  for  which  position  had  be^i  restricted  to  the  1952 
season. 

r^iscellangous.  The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  Federal 
liinployees  Urdon  Local  Ho,  465  was  held  in  the  Canteen  February  2. 

On  February  9  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Govemnient  Enqsloyees  was  held  in  the  Canteen. 

Pursuant  to  the  January  27  Federal  Credit  Union  annual 
meeting  and  election  of  Board  of  Directors  and  Consaittee  Members, 
the  following  officers  have  now  been  designated  by  the  Board  and 
Conanitteest  Board  of  Directors:  Lester  G.  Abbie,  President;  Betty 
Lee  Proznick,  Philip  H.  Woiilbrandt  and  Thomas  A.  Bowman,  Vice 
Presidents;  and  J.  Stanley  Fillmore,  Secretaiy- Treasurer.  Chairman 
of  Supervisoxy  Conaaittee,  Willis  Stanton,  with  Thomas  M.  Ilioiapson  and 
Alfred  A.  Bowman  members.  Ciiairffian  of  Credit  Conmittee,  John  W. 
Gaile,  vfith  Thomas  F.  lUa  and  Warren  D.  Hotchkiss  members  and  Ralph 
Reed  and  Iloger  H.  Miller  alternates. 


Eidfflund  B.  Rogers 
In  duplicate  Superintend^at 
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